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����INTRODUCTION: 

 
In most areas of Niagara County, it is volunteers who respond to fire, rescue, and 
emergency medical (EMS) emergencies. In many parts of our county, the memberships 
of these volunteer emergency services agencies have declined to critical levels. 

In response to this vital need for volunteers, we have developed the V-FIRE NIAGARA  
scholarship program to serve as an incentive for people to join the volunteer fire service.  
The program will continue as funds are available and critical need for volunteer 
recruitment continues.  The “Volunteer Firefighter Incentive for Recruitment an d 
Education”  scholarship program was developed as a way to recruit new volunteers in a 
response to a critical need identified by our county’s volunteer fire departments and 
emergency medical services providers. 

State Senator George Maziarz further developed the program and sponsored legislation to 
fund this project in Niagara County.  In cooperation with the Niagara County Department 
of Emergency Services and Niagara County Community College, this new and innovative 
program is available for full and part time students entering NCCC. 

New recruits under the V-FIRE NIAGARA  scholarship program will be eligible for full 
tuition assistance after acceptance into the membership of one of Niagara County’s 33 
volunteer fire companies, two volunteer ambulance corps or other volunteer emergency 
services agencies. There is no limitation as to the academic program the V-FIRE 
NIAGARA  recruit can enter at NCCC.                    

In addition to maintaining volunteer activity and training levels and certain academic 
objectives during the student’s course of study, V-FIRE NIAGARA  recruits must 
commit to a service obligation of five (5) years following the receipt of their initial V-
FIRE NIAGARA  funding.  Recruits may also be eligible for grants and related 
assistance through other funding sources. 

This program is the direct result of a team effort on the part of state and county 
governments, the community college, and the entire emergency services community in 
Niagara County. 

��NOTE ��: 
Hereinafter, Niagara County Community College is referred to as “NCCC.” 
Hereinafter, “Sponsoring Agency” or “Fire Department” are used interchangeably to 
refer to any eligible Niagara County volunteer fire department, volunteer fire company, 
volunteer fire district, volunteer ambulance corps, volunteer emergency squad, or other 
volunteer response unit as outlined in Appendix “A” of this manual. 
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����Process Steps 

The following describes the steps intended to process a student candidate through the V-
FIRE NIAGARA  program. These steps are provided as a guide for the scholarship 
process. However, except for completing applications by the required deadline, the 
program is flexible to accommodate changes in this sequence due to time or other 
constraints as long as the Sponsoring Agency confirms a candidate’s eligibility and signs 
the Volunteer Service Commitment Form.  The NCCC Foundation will distribute 
scholarship applications and V-FIRE NIAGARA  forms along with appropriate 
submission deadlines to interested students, the Niagara County Emergency Services 
Office and State Senator George Maziarz’s local office. 

Step 1 – Candidate completes and turns in to NCCC Foundation office by the posted 
deadline: 

 An NCCC Foundation Scholarship Application,  

A Sponsoring Agency application signed by the appropriate representative of the 
Sponsoring Agency 

And a V-FIRE NIAGARA  Volunteer Service Commitment form signed by the student 
and the appropriate representative of the Sponsoring Agency – indicating course of study 
and full or part-time goals. 

Step 2 – Candidate meets local membership prerequisites and is accepted into the 
Sponsoring Agency. 

Step 3 – Student completes NCCC admissions process (including placement test and 
financial aid applications) and is accepted for enrollment as a matriculated student.  This 
step may be completed prior to the scholarship application process.  NOTE: - The student 
must file the FAFSA form at least sixty (60) days prior to the start of each academic year 
(September). Failure to do so may result in forfeiture of V-FIRE NIAGARA  scholarship 
eligibility. 

Step 4 – Following the application deadline, the NCCC Foundation will review 
applications for academic requirements and forward a copy of the application packets of 
qualified academic applications to the members of the scholarship committee. 

Step 5 – Following the application deadline, the Niagara County Emergency Services 
Office will review applications, verify service requirements with the Sponsoring Agency 
and forward a list of qualified candidates to the scholarship committee. 

Step 6 – The Scholarship Selection Committee consisting of a representative from the 
NCCC Foundation, the Office of Niagara County Emergency Services and a 
representative of State Senator George Maziarz, reviews qualified applications and 
approves scholarships based on availability of funds and criteria.  The names of 
successful candidates are forwarded to the NCCC Foundation to notify students, process 
financial awards and monitor academic requirements.  Names and service forms are also 
forwarded to the Niagara County Emergency Services Office for monitoring of service 
requirements. 
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Step 7 – The NCCC Foundation notifies students of scholarship awards.  NOTE - The 
student’s tuition and fees will be deferred until the total available financial aid package is 
determined for the semester. 

Step 8 –Student begins Associate Degree program course of study. 

Step 9 – The student and the Sponsoring Agency will monitor the student’s volunteer 
service progress throughout the entire program. 

The student and NCCC will monitor the student’s educational progress throughout the 
entire program. 

Niagara County Emergency Services and NCCC Foundation will act as the clearinghouse 
to monitor the student’s educational and volunteer service progress throughout the entire 
program. 

Step 10 – The student begins a service commitment period following initial award of the 
scholarship.  Niagara County Emergency Services ensures that service commitment 
requirements are fulfilled and annually reports progress to NCCC Foundation.   

 

����Process Requirements For Continuing Students 

A student that was previously awarded V-FIRE NIAGARA  funds who maintains 
eligibility under V-FIRE NIAGARA  program guidelines and continues to enroll as a 
matriculated student at NCCC does not need to file a new scholarship application each 
semester.  

1.  At the close of each semester, the NCCC Foundation will verify the academic 
progress of each continuing student and the financial eligibility of each student for 
continuing receipt of V-FIRE NIAGARA  funds.   The Foundation will provide a report 
to the Niagara County Emergency Services.   

2. Upon receipt of a list of students meeting academic requirements, the Niagara County 
Emergency Services will verify with the appropriate sponsoring agency that the students 
are maintaining appropriate volunteer activity and training levels. Niagara County 
Emergency Services will send a report back to the NCCC Foundation within two weeks 
so that the Foundation can appropriately apply funds to the student’s account.  

Students must maintain volunteer activity for five years beginning with the semester 
when the student first receives the V-Fire Niagara Scholarship funds. Niagara County 
Emergency Services will maintain all records necessary for tracking volunteer service 
commitments.   

3.  The NCCC Foundation will notify each student of his or her status in the V-FIRE 
program. 
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����Student Requirements To Apply For V-FIRE Scholarshi p 

1. The student must file the FAFSA form at least sixty (60) days prior to the start of each 
academic year (September). Failure to do so may result in forfeiture of V-FIRE 
NIAGARA  scholarship eligibility. 

2. The student must complete and turn in to the NCCC Foundation office by the posted 
deadline an NCCC Foundation Scholarship Application, a Sponsoring Agency 
application and V-FIRE NIAGARA  Volunteer Service Commitment form – indicating 
course of study and full or part-time goals. 

3. The student must complete the NCCC admissions process (including placement test 
and financial aid application) and be accepted for enrollment as a matriculated student. 

4.  A student that was previously awarded V-FIRE NIAGARA  funds who maintains 
eligibility under V-FIRE NIAGARA  program guidelines and continues to enroll as a 
matriculated student at NCCC does not need to file a new scholarship application each 
semester.  The NCCC Foundation or the Niagara County Emergency Services will notify 
the student of any change in his or her status. 

 

����Use of V-FIRE Scholarship Funds & Eligibility 

1.  A student must maintain matriculated status in a program of study at NCCC and a 
minimum grade point average of 2.0 in each semester.  If the student’s grade point 
average is less than 2.0 in any semester, the student is no longer eligible for V-FIRE 
NIAGARA  scholarship funds. 

2. A student must maintain volunteer activity and training levels agreed upon with the 
Sponsoring Agency and the Niagara County Emergency Services for five years beyond 
the receipt of V-FIRE NIAGARA  funds. 

Once the scholarship committee determines V-FIRE  NIAGARA  scholarship recipients, 
those recipients will be notified by mail from the NCCC Foundation.  The Foundation 
will apply the scholarship award directly to the student’s account. The student’s tuition 
and fees will be deferred until the total available financial aid package is determined for 
the semester covered by the V-FIRE NIAGARA  award. 

V-FIRE NIAGARA  funds will be applied to tuition and mandatory fee costs for fall and 
spring semesters only. Tuition for summer and winter semesters, late or optional fees are 
not covered under this program.  On the Volunteer Service Commitment form, the 
student must agree to apply for all other available sources of financial aid via the standard 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) form, and to use V-FIRE NIAGARA 
funds only to supplement any costs not covered by other sources of financial aid, and 
only after other such resources have been exhausted. 

Full Time – Full-time status is defined as 12 or more credit hours per semester. The total 
scholarship amount awarded to any full-time student under the V-FIRE NIAGARA  
program shall not exceed the equivalent cost of tuition for four (4) full-time semesters. 
No further scholarship funds will be distributed to a student once they have received total 
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V-FIRE NIAGARA  funds equivalent to the cost of tuition for four (4) full-time 
semesters or once they have attained an Associate Degree – whichever occurs first. 

Withdrawal: A full-time student who withdraws from any course after the start of 
instruction in any semester, and as a result of this withdrawal falls below full-time status, 
will be responsible for immediate reimbursement to Niagara County of all tuition costs 
incurred for credits withdrawn from. However, a full-time registered student may convert 
to part-time study prior to the start of instruction in any semester without forfeiture of V-
FIRE NIAGARA funds. Funding will then be distributed as described under “Part Time” 
below. 

Part Time – Part-time status is defined as fewer than 12 credit hours per semester. The 
scholarship amount awarded to any part-time student under the V-FIRE NIAGARA  
program shall be less than the cost of twelve (12) credit hours per semester. No further 
scholarship funds will be distributed to a student once they have received total V-FIRE 
NIAGARA  funds equivalent to the cost of an Associate’s Degree program.  

Withdrawal: A part-time student who withdraws from any course after the start of 
instruction in any semester will be responsible for immediate reimbursement to Niagara 
County of all tuition costs incurred for credits withdrawn from. However, a part-time 
registered student may convert to full-time study prior to the start of instruction in any 
semester without forfeiture of V-FIRE NIAGARA funds. Funding will then be distributed 
as described under “Full Time” above. 
 

	�	�TERMINATION 

1.  Failure to meet requirements 

Failure to meet acceptable volunteer activity levels and/or a term grade point average 
(g.p.a.) of 2.0 or higher for any semester in which the student received funding from this 
scholarship program will immediately terminate the student from the V-FIRE 
NIAGARA  program but will relieve the candidate of any associated subsequent service 
obligations to the Sponsoring Agency. The student must then reimburse the County of 
Niagara all scholarship funds received for all semesters attended to date under the V-
FIRE NIAGARA  program. The student will not receive any further V-FIRE 
NIAGARA  funds. 

Complete withdrawal from NCCC during a given semester will automatically terminate 
the student from the V-FIRE NIAGARA  program but will relieve the candidate of any 
associated subsequent service obligations to the Sponsoring Agency related to the 
semester withdrawn from. The student must then reimburse the County of Niagara all 
scholarship funds received for all semesters attended to date under the V-FIRE 
NIAGARA  program. The student will not receive any further V-FIRE NIAGARA  
funds. 

No provision for termination appeal, grace periods or reinstatement exists under these 
guidelines. 
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2. Student voluntarily elects to terminate participation  

Within fifteen (15) days following the end of a semester, the student must notify the 
Sponsoring Agency that he or she has satisfied all of his or her part or full-time 
educational objectives and wishes to terminate his or her V-FIRE NIAGARA  
scholarship and complete fulfillment of the service obligation.  

Within fifteen (15) days of receipt of this notice, the Sponsoring Agency must forward an 
updated Tracking Form to the Emergency Services Office and the NCCC Foundation 
indicating the same. 

If a student is terminated from Sponsoring Agency membership for any of the reasons 
listed above, the Sponsoring Agency must forward an updated Tracking Form to the 
Emergency Services Office and NCCC Foundation indicating the same. 

Once the student has made notification that he or she has satisfied his or her part or full-
time educational objectives, he or she will not receive any further V-FIRE NIAGARA  
funds.  

 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
A V-FIRE NIAGARA  recruit may terminate his or her membership with the Sponsoring 
Agency and join another eligible Niagara County emergency services agency for the 
purpose of satisfying his or her service obligation. A grace period of sixty (60) days will 
be allowed between the termination of one membership and the start of another. 
 
 
 
 
 


