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When the COVID vaccines were 
first rolled out in December, 
New York State was one of the 
biggest focuses. According to the 
state of New York’s government 
website, Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo administered 38,000 vac-
cines by December 21st- which 
at the time was the most in the 
country. From New York State’s 
COVID-19 Vaccine Tracker, as 
of March 31st, there have been 
over 6,098,998 individuals in 
New York who have received 
their first dosage of the vac-
cine, and 3,566,509 individuals 
in New York who have received 
both dosages of their vaccine. Of 
course with New York City be-
ing one of the hot spots of the 
coronavirus pandemic, their 
counties have received high vac-
cination numbers. According to 
New York State’sCOVID-19 Vac-
cine Tracker, in Bronx County, 
319,145 individuals have re-
ceived their first dose, and 194, 
149 with both doses. In Kings 
County 593,278 have received 
their first dose, and 327,040 
both doses. Many other counties 
in New York State like New York, 
Monroe, Nassau, Onondaga, 
Queens, Suffolk, and Westches-
ter County all have very high 

Vaccines Point 
to Brighter Future

The The SpiritSpirit

With a country heavily divided 
when it comes to the discussion 
of our Second Amendment, there 
are those who believe stricter gun 
laws won’t prevent mass shoot-
ings, while others believe that 
stricter gun laws could be the 
answer. According to the NPR, 
the U.S. is has the 32nd highest 
gun death rate in the world. In 
the midst of a global pandemic, 
America battles another epidem-
ic; the gun violence epidemic.  

Mass shootings are defined as 
four or more injuries and/or fa-
talities, following an individual in-
cident. This year alone, the United 
States has tragically suffered over 
110 mass shootings, Gun Violence 
Archive’s statistics show. Statis-
tics also show that last year, the 
United States reported611 mass 
shootings and in 2019, a reported 
417 mass shootings.  

Recent events in Boulder, Colo-
rado are becoming more and 
more common in America. On 
March23rd, gunman Ahmad Al 
Aliwi Alissa, open fired in a local 
King Sooper’s grocery store, in 
Boulder, Colorado. Fox News live-
streamed the deadly events, as 
they unfolded that evening. The 
attack left 10 victims dead, in-
cluding police officer Eric Talley, 
and another two severely injured.  

Written by: Aliyah Carroll

Written By: Nathan Fournier dosage numbers.  
When looking into the future on 
the vaccine numbers, the only 
way to go is up. With Governor 
Cuomo announcing this past 
Monday that New Yorkers thirty 
years of age and older can be-
gin to schedule appointments 
and get vaccinated, beginning 
on March 30th, and New York-
ers sixteen years of age and 
older can begin to schedule ap-
pointments and get vaccinated 
beginning April 6th. With this 
announcement coming from 
Cuomo, this opens lots of new 
opportunities for individuals of 
New York State to become vac-
cinated. To find out if you or an-
other individual you may know 
is eligible to be vaccinated, you 
can visithttps://covid19vaccine.
health.ny.gov/ 

When it comes to other vaccines, 
like Johnson & Johnson, and As-
trazeneca, many wonder if they 
will see the light of day in New 
York State. Coming from the ‘Am 
I Eligible’ from the New York 
State COVID-19, it shows that 
individuals can begin receiving 
the Johnson &Johnson Vaccine 
beginning on April 17th, on New 
York State Fairgrounds. When 
it comes to Astrazeneca being 

available for distribution, NBC 
News states how many are still 
worrisome of the Astrazeneca 
vaccine due to other countries 
halting it from use due to the 
cause of blood clots, and the lim-
ited data that has been released 
to the public, and that the United 
States has purchased 300 Mil-
lion doses of their vaccine, and 
plans to use them if passed by 
the FDA Advisory Committee in 
May. The Astrazeneca vaccine is 
still a work in progress while it 
is only at67 percent effective, ac-
cording to Dr. Sanjay Gupta, an 
American Neurosurgeon, when 
speaking to reporters from CNN. 
He goes on how he isn’t sure if 
the US should authorize this vac-
cine, due to the limited amount 
of data they have released to the 
public, but then states it’s up to 
the advisory committee and the 
FDA. Dr. Fauci states the limited 
data is an unforced error, wish-

ing that they released all of their 
data and believes that it is a good 
vaccine.  

As many more individuals be-
come vaccinated within the 
United States, we can only hope 
to return to what was normalcy. 
Many other states have begun to 
give those opportunities to those 
individuals who have been vac-
cinated. For example, the State 
of California, according to KTLA 
5 Los Angeles, will allow indoor 
concerts, theater performances, 
and other private gatherings, re-
quired to be at a limited capacity 
or require proof of vaccination. 
It is only a matter of time for oth-
er companies to hop along the 
vaccine train, and while other 
ones we know of perfect theirs, 
so that individuals who need or 
want to become vaccinated, can 
have what they have been wish-
ing for.                   

Boulder and Other Recent Shootings 
Spark Gun Debate

The shooter’s motives are still 
unknown, according to investi-
gators. However, USA Today, and 
other news publications have 
suggested that Ali suffered pos-
sible mental illness, and began to 
act paranoid. Testimonials on his 
well-being were given from his 
parents and brother, with hope 
to find an answer to what lead to 
this deadly outburst that contin-
ues to leave the Boulder Commu-
nity in grief.  

Headlining major news outlets 
now, are three separate shoot-
ings that left two dead and eight 
others injured, in Virginia Beach. 
The series of shootings took place 
only a few days after Boulder’s 
massacre, on March 26th. Police 
reports stated that one of the gun 
incidents erupted from physical 
altercations while the other two 
are still being investigated, but 
believed to have been connected. 
Information on the suspects in-
volved in the shootings have yet 
to be released to the public.  

In addition to the Atlanta shooting 
spree that left eight dead, America 
now mourns the loss of more vic-
tim’s lives taken away from gun 
violence.  Recent shootings have 
also left many Americans won-
dering what the solution will be 
to put an end to the rising trend 
of deadly shootings affecting our 
communities each year. 

The Biden administration re-
sponded with the proposal of two 
gun bills. One would establish 
background checks for firearm 
sales between private parties. 
The other would prevent gun 
sales from going through before 
the completion of ambackground 
check. Biden told the Washington 
Press on March 24th, “Another 
American city has been scarred 
by gun violence and the result-
ing trauma,” and that he hopes he 
has the political capital to move 
forward with stricter gun safety 
measures.  

On the opposite side of the spec-
trum, republicans have complete-
ly rejected the Biden Administra-
tion’s calls for action. The GOP 
argues against limiting gun rights 
and suggested making steps to-
wards policy making. Following 
Biden’s call to ban assault weap-
ons, Senator Ted Cruz weighed in 
on the subject, “The jurisdictions 
in this country with the strictest 
gun control have among the high-
est rates of crime and murder. 
When you disarm law-abiding cit-
izens, you make them more likely 
to be victims,” he said. “If you 
want to stop these murders, go af-
ter the murderer,” as reported by 
USA Today.  

With the Democratic and Re-
publican Party sharing opposing 
viewpoints on the gun violence 

epidemic, the two gun bills have 
completely halted in the divided 
senate. Stalling of the legislation 
has prompted the White House 
to consider executive action, if 
congress is unwilling to move for-
ward with the bills, Kamala Har-
ris told CBS.  

While politicians are continuing 
to speak out on recent shooting 
events, gun control activists have 
made sure to have the voices be 
heard, as well. Manuel Oliver, fa-
ther who lost his son to the Park-
land High School shooting, in 
2018, spoke with the Washington 
Post about gun violence.  “Solu-
tions are not the priority for our 
politicians. It’s never ending. I 
know what those families are go-
ing through exactly and it makes 
me sick,” he told reporters. “And it 
makes me feel that we are not do-
ing enough.”  

Tony Montalto, another parent 
who lost his child in the Parkland 
shootings, also voiced his con-
cerns for recent events in Boulder. 
“We need to get past the extrem-
ist arguments and come together 
to pass laws that will make our 
schools and our communities 
safer,” Montalto said. “We want to 
keep firearms in the hands of re-
sponsible owners, we believe re-
sponsible ownership starts when 
you are able to pass a background 
check.”

image courtesy of Johns Hopkins Medicine
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When someone we are told to 
trust, believe, and put our faith 
in tells us they are going to do 
something we normally tend to 
believe it. That was the case when 
President Joseph Biden said to 
the world through his social me-
dia twitter account on August 21, 
2019 “It is cruel and abhorrent 
to strip migrant children of the 
few protections they have. It’s not 
enough this administration puts 
children in cages without soap 
and beds, now it wants to keep 
them there indefinitely. This isn’t 
who we are,” But, this is exactly 
who he is three months into his 
presidency with over 3,700 unac-
companied migrant children in 
US government custody, a record 
high with most being held past the 
three-day legal limit. As Demo-
crats lined up in front of congress 
in July testifying about border 
conditions they did not hold back. 
“It is a policy of dehumanizing,” 
said Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cor-
tez, D-N.Y. Another congressional 
member Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-
Mich., said, “We do have a crisis 
at our border. It is one of moral-
ity.” So here we are entering April. 
Border facilities in the Rio Grande 
Valley, the epicenter of the recent 
surge are holding 10 times their 
capacity of migrants.  

As Michelle Obama said at the 
Democratic National Convention 
in 2020, “They watch in horror as 
children are torn from their fami-
lies into cages.” A very powerful 
and truthful statement about the 
policy her own husband started 
and did not end before leaving 
office. The reason for the “cages” 
was a sudden influx of migrants 
in 2014 according to Jeh John-
son, Barrack Obama’s Homeland 
Security Director; he also stated 

Written by Nicholas Brown

Editorial: Crisis at the Border 
or Crisis in The White House? 

how the cages pre date the Trump 
administration.  There are count-
less government documents that 
show that the cages were indeed 
built and funded in fiscal year 
2015. So for the left to apply pres-
sure on this situation and use 
it as a key piece in most of their 
campaigns is almost fraudulent at 
least to me.  

A CBS news article from July 10th 
2020, states how President Biden 
pledged on July 8th of 2020 not 
to hold migrant children in de-
tention centers if he were elected 
president;  several lawmakers at-
tested to this. Fast forward past 
the election, inauguration, we 
arrive at February 22nd 2021 
when the Biden Administration 
opens its first migrant facility for 
children. Then on February 24th 
President Biden denies the al-
legations even though they are 
100 percent proven facts. So now 
we have our current President 
caught in multiple lies and hypoc-
risy within his first 32 days in of-
fice.  

According to Vice President Ka-
mala Harris her thoughts on chil-
dren detention centers in June 
of2020 went as “it is immoral it is 
wrong and it is unnecessary... this 
is not reflective as who we are as 
a country.” Fast forward to July of 
2020 she says “You look at the fact 
that this is a president who has 
pushed policies that’s been about 
putting babies in cages at the bor-
der in the name of security when 
in fact what it is, is a human rights 
abuse being committed by the 
United States Government  .” — 
remarks at NAACP forum on July 
26th, 2020 in Detroit.  A CNN ar-
ticle published March 24th 2021, 
states that the number of children 
arrested at the border in March 

will likely easily surpass the high 
during May 2019 when around 
11,400 unaccompanied children 
were arrested, according to the 
preliminary government data 
that CNN reviewed for this article. 
In June 2019, Harris once again 
spoke about her views during a 
Democratic primary debate, stat-
ing that if elected president, one 
of her first actions would be re-
instating DACA. “I will also imme-
diately put in place a meaningful 
process for reviewing the cases 
for asylum. I will release children 
from cages. I will get rid of the 
private detention centers,” Har-
ris said during the debate. So for 
her to say this and be doing the 
exact opposite, putting even more 
kids in cages than the man she 
criticized so openly and harshly 
for doing so, even after being 
tasked with stemming the migra-
tion problem this past week. So 
after being placed fully in charge 
of the issue, making claims she 
would do one thing and now has 
the power too, but is still carrying 
out the practices she was so very 
against, what does that make her?  

There is no correct way to handle 
the Border Crisis which is why our 
country has been struggling with 
it through three presidencies and 
almost 15 years. The issue is that 
our public leaders, the people we 
trust to make decisions for us are 
bluntly lying about their beliefs. If 
President Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Harris cared so much about 
the children in cages, there would 
already be an alternative. But now 
we have seen the problem passed 
form President to Vice President 
with no real constructive change 
anywhere in sight, even though 
that is what they promised. To be-
little former President Trump and 
call out all the wrong things being 

done about this situation just to 
do it exactly himself and herself 
is something that people should 
be talking about. The two most 
powerful people in our coun-
try degraded countless leaders 
about this policy, made promises 
to change it, and are now putting 
more kids in cages than ever be-
fore. It is sickening. 

To top it all off they just recently 
put a restriction on how much in-
formation can be shared with the 
media about this issue. According 
to multiple news sources at the 
height of the Trump administra-
tion’s child separation policy in 
June 2018, it allowed media to 
tour facilities where separated 
children were held. But now, Pres-
ident Biden who has continually 
preached about how open and 
transparent he would be with the 
American people, is doing quite 
the opposite. So not only did they 
lie and not follow their convic-
tions, they also are trying to hide 
the wrong doing by silencing the 
media on the issue.  

If we look at this issue lightly it 
will just continue to grow, yes the 
border issue but the bigger issue 
of letting our elected officials take 
advantage of the public with no 
repercussions. We are told to live 
a law abiding life where we must 
do what is right and shy away 
from what is wrong, so, how are 
we supposed to be held to these 
standards when the people we 
look to for wisdom and guidance 
cannot even do it themselves? In 
a world where compassion, em-
pathy and truth are needed more 
than ever before, having the peo-
ple who run the show do the ab-
solute opposite is sad, infuriating 
and flat out embarrassing to our 
country.

HEY YOU!
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One could wonder at this point 
last year if the NBA season would 
be done with, if it would be can-
celled; fortunately that was not 
the case. Thorough careful pro-
cedures the NBA was able to cre-
ate a Bubble in Orlando for de-
termining of the playoffs, all the 
way through the Championship. 
According to ESPN.com, before 
the season started last December 
about the likeliness of fans being 
able to  attend games; “The Mem-
phis Grizzlies announced that the 
capacity in FedExForum “is ex-
pected to be roughly 20%,” based 
on socially distanced seating con-
figurations, to start the season.”  

The NHL is just starting to open 
arenas up to fans, and the NFL is 
on the opposite end of the spec-
trum as they expect full atten-
dance in this upcoming season, 
so it makes sense for the NBA to 
take it slow as they play far more 
games than the NFL. 

In addition to the altered atten-
dance, the NBA has had to cut 

back on the number of games 
played in a season, from the reg-
ular 82 to 72. The association is 
also cutting back on cross-coun-
try travel.  If a team is scheduled 
to play a team in their city, they 
will usually play multiple games 
in a row in one location. 

At the end of the day, things 
are slowly getting better as we 
seem to slowly start going back 
to normal. Out of the 481 play-
ers tested for COVID-19 since 
March 24, only one new player 
has returned a confirmed posi-
tive test. This recent develop-
ment is in conjunction with the 
Orlando Bubble (which reported 
zero COVID-19 cases during the 
NBA’s end of their season play-
ing in Disney last year). The Na-
tional Basketball Association has 
been putting in so much effort to 
protect the health of their players 
ro the extent they can, along with 
social-distancing measures at all 
stadiums. With all these factors 
in place, it is safe to say that the 
NBA isn’t going anywhere any-
time soon due to the pandemic.

Written by Jacob Massaro

The NBA 
and COVID

Lady T-Wolves Roar Back on the Court
Written by Madeline McGuire

Covid-19 has been very tough 
for NCCC’s award-winning ath-
letic department. Recently, NCCC 
launched a campaign to help 
fund all of the school’s athletics. 
That has been really helping the 
school’s sports teams get back 
up on their feet. Many of the 
sports teams, like women’s bas-
ketball, have been affected by 
the pandemic. However, they are 
just starting to get back in the 
game. 

The girls had a very close call 
for their first game back on the 
court against Lackawanna on 
February 28. The final score 
was 97-96. They were winning 
in the first and third quarters, 
but that wasn’t enough to defeat 
Lackawanna, who won big-time 
in the second and fourth quar-
ters. NCCC sophomore Alaina 
Forbes led the T-Wolves with 26 
points and 8 rebounds, while 
freshman Gabrielle McDuff-
ie finished with 21 points, 13 
rebounds, and 5 assists. Seven 
other T-Wolves got into the score 
column with each of them net-

ting at least 5 points. 

Even though our ladies had a 
rough start to the season, they 
pulled themselves together for 
their first win against Bryant 
and Stratton in Buffalo on March 
15 with a final score of 90-74.  
Freshman Gabrielle McDuff-
ie stuffed the stat sheet with 17 
points, 10 rebounds, 9 steals, 
and 4 assists in the victory. 
Classmate Kiya Marquez had 16 
points, 5 boards, and 4 assists, 
sophomore Alaina Forbes fin-
ished with 13 points, 6 assists, 
and 5 steals and freshman Olivia 
Smith canned four 3-pointers 
for 12 points. Sophomore Taylor 
Lockwood added 11 points and 
4 rebounds for NCCC, which shot 
50 percent from the field and 
held a 54-30 lead at the half.

In a recent game on March 25 
against Bryant and Stratton Col-
lege in Albany, NCCC won their 
.500 mark back with a victory 
of 67-60. The team has been 
back in the season since March 
1. Freshman Aichata Ballo led 
N-Trip with 17 points, 6 re-
bounds, 4 assists, and 4 steals. 

Sophomore Alaina Forbes added 
13 points and classmate Taylor 
Lockwood had 10 points and 6 
boards. The T-Wolves held a 52-
37 edge on the glass in the win.

NCCC defeated the Jamestown 
Jayhawks on March 30 in a close 
game with a final score of 94-89. 
The Thunderwolves improved 
to 7-4 overall and 3-1 in re-
gional play, while JCC dropped 
to 3-7, 1-3. Sophomore Alaina 
Forbes led NCCC with 20 points 
and seven rebounds, while fresh-
man Gabrielle McDuffie added 
19 points and 15 boards. Fresh-
man Meghan Gill had a career-
high 10 points off the bench. The 
T-Wolves collected 37 offensive 
rebounds in the win.

image courtesy NBA.com

The team had a rough start to 
the season with that devastat-
ing loss against Lackawanna, 
but then they picked themselves 
right back up for an amazing win 
against Bryant and Stratton/ 
Buffalo. They are off to a fantas-
tic start to the season. 

Our ladies have a winning record 
of 7-4 so far in the spring 2021 
season. At this rate, it looks like 
NCCC will keep its award-win-
ning title in our athletic depart-
ment. All of our teams are doing 
a fantastic job, but these women 
are really bringing us home with 
all of these amazing wins.  Thank 
you, ladies, for all of your hard 
work. You’re all doing an amaz-
ing job! Keep it up!

A Sabres Fan’s 
Cry for Help

Written by Nicholas Brown
February 22nd, 2011 “Starting 
today the Buffalo Sabres reason 
for existence is to win the Stanley 
Cup, we want to win for our fans.”
 
April 24th, 2011: The last play-
off game played by the Buffalo 
Sabres, closing in on tying the 
NHL’s longest playoff drought 
only held by the Florida Panthers 
and Edmonton Oilers in the 2012 
and2017 season years.

March 31st, 2021 the Sabres 
first regulation win since March 
31st, 2018 and one game short of 
breaking the league record of 18 
straight losing games
 
A once fan crazed boy who grew 
up to buy the team he once 
held season tickets for, for over 
18years: That is eccentric NFL 
and NHL Owner Terry Pegula.  
Five years ago if you asked any-
one their opinion of Terry and 
Kim Pegula, the Buffalo Bills 
and Buffalo Sabres owners, they 
would not have a bad word to say. 
Ask them today and that may be 
a little different answer. The Buf-
falo Bills on one hand are tearing 
up the NFL, the hottest thing on 
the market arguably right now.  
Then, there are the Sabres.

Some would call them the laugh-
ing stock of the NHL, others say 
it is the coach, a few say it is the 
players.  But if you ask me, the 
problem starts right at the top of 
the food chain with Team Presi-
dent Kim Pegula. If you take a 
step back and look at the big pic-
ture and there is one constant. 
There have been seven coaches, 
including our new interim coach 
as of this week after the firing of 
Coach Ralph Krueger.  The last 
three, including Kruger are still 
getting paid from their contracts.   
There have been four general 
managers in 10 years with only 9 
in the team’s 50-year history and 

dozens of players. The only one 
piece that has remained the same 
is the owners.
 
Since recently being traded Eric 
Stall, former forward, was quoted 
as saying “There were so many 
things that didn’t line up that way 
that we had envisioned… the real-
ist is we started ok, then we got hit 
with COVID and it went through 
the room like wild fire and it 
wasn’t great. After that we never 
found any footing.” So, from a 
first-hand locker room account it 
just does not seem like their year, 
but the problem is that we always 
hear that same excuse with not 
much being done to change it. 
  
So, my solution:  Do the same 
thing with the Sabres that man-
agement did with the Bills: Fire 
Kim, have her resign do whatever 
you have to, to get her to have no 
say in the team. Bring an entire 
advisory board of people who 
know what they are doing. Put 
them in charge of hire/fires, sign-
ings, money decisions and any-
thing else that directly involves 
the team. If the real goal here is 
to win a Stanley Cup dipping into 
that $4.9 billion net worth should 
not be too much to ask. 
 
Mrs. Pegula even though you may 
never read this I just want you and 
the fans of your teams to know 
this is not as much a slam piece as 
it is a cry for help. The Buffalo Sa-
bres at one point was all this city 
had. With Trent Edward at quar-
terback and Marshawn Lynch 
committing hit and runs on Bai-
ley Avenue, we knew the Sabres 
would always be there for us. As I 
believe I speak for a large portion 
of our community in that we are 
thrilled the Buffalo Bills are doing 
things I have never seen in my life 
and it has been two decades’ wait 
for others. But, please give me 
back my Buffalo Sabres!

Graduation is Approaching:
A Note for Students

 The final weeks of the Spring 
2021 semester are underway 
here at NCCC. We are nearing a 
month out from the On-Campus 
Graduation on May 8th. The vir-
tual commencement ceremony 
is the day prior, May 7th. Stu-
dents can register for gradua-

Written by Jacob Massaro tion on the Niagara County Com-
munity College website under 
the “57th Annual Commence-
ment” tab. Certainly the ceremo-
ny and the commencement are 
both events that the students, 
and families can look forward to 
during these tumultuous times
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Legalization Of Marijuana on the Way in NYS
Written by Alecia Peake
For many years, the process of 
legalizing marijuana has been in-
credibly anticipated. Over the re-
cent weeks, information has been 
released, sharing that the use of 
recreational marijuana would be 
allowed sooner than we thought. 
In the morning on Wednesday, 
March 31st, Governor Andrew 
Cuomo signed a bill that legalized 
recreational marijuana in New 
York State. The bill was passed 
the night before, and this makes 
New York, as well as the District 
of Columbia, the 15th state to 
have legalized cannabis for adult 
recreational use. Many people 
throughout New York State have 
been waiting for this to happen 
for years, though some are also 
against it. In my article, I will be 
discussing what we can expect 
over the next few years now that 
cannabis is legalized, and how le-
galization is now being incorpo-
rated into our society.   

Although the use of recreational 
marijuana has been legalized, 
the sale of the plant has not.  Le-
gal recreational sales of the drug 
are not expected to begin for 
about one or two years. This de-
cision to make marijuana legal 
now allows for possession of up 
to three ounces of cannabis and 
twenty-four grams of cannabis 

concentrate. People are also al-
lowed to grow up to six plants in 
their own homes without facing 
criminal charges. 

It has also sparked the creation 
of the Office of Cannabis Man-
agement, which will be an inde-
pendent agency that operates 
with the New York State Liquor 
Authority. This agency will reg-
ulate the cannabis market and 
the existing medical cannabis 
programs. It will be overseen by 
a Cannabis Control Board. The 
board will consist of five mem-
bers, three of whom are appoint-
ed by the governor, and one each 
appointed by the State Senate 
and State Assembly. 

Even with these measures, many 
individuals disagree with this 
decision. The New York Parent-
Teacher Association and police 
groups around the state fear that 
the legalization of the plant will 
be a risk to children and that it 
will cause the roads to become 
more dangerous to the public. 
To reassure the public, New York 
officials are planning to launch 
an education and prevention 
campaign. This is being done to 
help reduce the risk of cannabis 
use among young individuals. 
Schools will be eligible for pro-
grams on prevention and aware-

ness. The state also plans to be-
gin a study that will examine how 
people drive under the influence 
of cannabis.  Even though the law 
was just recently passed, many 
precautions and rules have been 
made to assure that recreational 
cannabis doesn’t negatively im-
pact our economy.  

Now that recreational marijuana 
has been legalized in New York 
State, it has begun the process of 
being incorporated into aspects 
of our everyday lives. An example 
of this can be found in NCCC’s Cu-
linary Department. The depart-
ment has created the Culinary 
Cannabis and Edibles course, 
which allows students to study 
the basic information on canna-
bis as a whole, while also delving 
into the more financial and legal 
issues that surround the culinary 
cannabis industry. The course 
will include other information 
such as plant anatomy, cannabis 
shopping/storage/cooking, and 
the history of cannabis. All infor-
mation about this course can be 
found on the official NCCC web-
site. The Horticulture Depart-
ment has also created a course of 
study based on the growth of 
cannabis.  Students who gradu-
ate from the Horticulture pro-
gram with an emphasis on can-
nabis can pursue various careers 

in the cannabis industry. Careers 
such as cultivation, production 
managers, master growers are 
available to graduates of this 
specific area. The classes related 
to this curriculum include basic 
plant studies, management, and 
health that help to ensure that 
students are utilizing the latest 
research and techniques for this 
career path. The information for 
this program can also be found 
on NCCC’s website. 

These are just a few local exam-
ples of how cannabis is now be-
ing introduced to our economy.  
The legalization of recreational 
marijuana may be considered a 
historic day by many individu-
als around the state.  This is an 
event that a lot of people have 
been waiting for a very long 
time. Though many people may 
never get used to or accept this 
new change in our society, others 
feel that marijuana can be help-
ful in many ways. I feel that this 
new bill doesn’t show a threat to 
our economy and that substance 
abuse of the plant can be con-
trolled in a manner that doesn’t 
negatively affect people. Recre-
ational marijuana is now becom-
ing a major influence in people’s 
lives, and it is something that I 
feel will be an important part of 
our history in years to come.  

Spring 2021 Deadline to Request an S/U/W Grade 
or Withdraw from the College

Monday, April 19 is the last day to withdraw from a class (W grade) or request an S/U (Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory) grade.  April 19 is 
also the last day to withdraw from the College with X grades (applies to all full-term courses).  Mod courses differ in deadlines – refer 
to the online Student Calendar for more information. 

All forms are located on the Registration & Records Office Forms page (from the NCCC homepage click Academics, Registration & Re-
cords, Forms).

·     Withdraw from a Class - To drop a course and receive a W (withdrawal grade) as a final grade, complete the electronic Drop or 
Withdraw from a Course form.

·     Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) Grades - To elect to receive a Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory final grade in a course, students must 
submit the electronic S/U grade request form.  Students must initiate the electronic S/U grade request and complete the electronic 
form, which will require approvals from the course instructor and the student’s advisor.

·     Withdraw from College (All Classes) - To withdraw online from the college and receive “X” grades for ALL of your current courses, 
complete the electronic Withdrawal from College form available on the Registration & Records webpage under Forms.  (If you com-
pleted any modular courses, you will receive the grade earned and “W” grades will be applied to all other college coursework.)

I Have not yet Registered for Summer and/or Fall 2021 Classes.  What Should I Do?

Registration for current students is happening NOW!  Don’t delay!  Schedule an appointment with your faculty advisor today.  Reg-
ister before the semester ends to get the best course availability! For more information, go to www.niagaracc.suny.edu/registration-
records/csreg/.

I am Planning to Graduate in May.  What Should I Do?

Please submit a Graduation Application.  The deadline to file for May graduation is April 30. 

If you plan to earn more than one degree and/or certificate in the Spring semester, 
please submit a graduation application for both. 

 Apply through Banner Web: 

• Click on “Student Records”
• Click on “Apply for Graduation” 
• Select the major you are applying for. If you do not see your major listed,  

please contact the Registration & Records Office at 716-614-6250.
•  Indicate if you plan to attend Commencement and select how you would like  

your name to appear on your diploma.
• Verify the information you entered is correct and click “Submit Request”
• You can view your submitted application under the Student Records tab  

of Banner Web at any time.

You may also apply for graduation at the Grad Fair on: 

• April 12 from 9 am-12 noon at NFCI
• April 14 from 1-4 pm and April 15 from 9 am-12 noon in the Learning Commons  

(Sanborn campus)


